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TAOS ARTS CLUB ~ TEEN ART STUDIO

Presents

OF UGLINESS & BEAUTY
AN EXPLORATION THROUGH DRAWING

This exhibition was born out of an investigation into the stuclg of Beauty and Ugliness.
What is Ugliness? What is Beauty? What is the voyeuristic notion behind our attraction
to the gruesome and the horrible? Where does the magnetic aPPcal of the sordid and
the scandalous come from? Nature reveals that what we often shield ourselves from and
shun in evergdag life. 1s this what we’re most attracted to sublimina”g? Is ugliness in the
eye of the beholder? 1s beautg? if what is deemed as an uglg sut)ject is drawn
t)eautitu”g, is it still uglg? Ttiroughout tiistorg, artists have obsessed on the themes of
the grotesque and the divine.

Investigating these very ideas, each of the students included in this exhibition have
sPent the Past year creatirig Protounc{ and subtle cxamples of sublime drawing in an
attem[:)t to further understand this intellectual and Phiiosophical c]uestion. Theg have
sPent endless hours exPloring what is beautiful and what is monstrous. Investigations
and inc]uiries into these themes, their Pcrvasiveness in contemporarg societ9 and how
can tticg tastetu”g be expressecl in our current visual arts culture were a motivating

FO rce.

It is the credo of Michael chsleg’s Artistic Anatomy class ttiat, “True Art, insPired t)g

nature, should asl:)ire to be timeless and universal.”

Michael Hensleg
Founder, Artistic Director, Instructor
Taos Arts Club / Teen Art Studio
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MISSION

It is the mission of the Taos Arts Ciub, Teen Art Studio to use art as a vehicle for Positive ci‘xange
in the lives of todag’s youth.

The Taos Arts Club, Teen Art Studio combines both art instruction and life skills education.
Activities Heip the 9outti in our communitg come into a greater awareness of their intellectual
being througti selt—expression and creative reasoning, Youth are also encouraged to make

i’ieaiti'ig life choices for their futures while at the same time teeiiriga sense of communitg.

Many of the area goutti come from disadvantaged situations due to a compiex variety of social
and economic factors. The Artistic Human and Comparative Animal Anatomg program strives to
fill a void in 9outi1 art education where there is a lack of access to c]uaiitg art instruction and art

studio oPPortunities.

GOALS
The Taos Arts Club, Teen Art Studio asPires to foster the intellectual, creative and emotional
development otyoutiﬁ tt'irougt‘i the love of art at all levels of age and abiiitg.

Retiection) imagjnation, and the realization of Possibilities extend begorid the studio and are
core elements in the success of this program. Activities reinforce the iiteiorig Practices of

Persistence and seit~disciP|ine, critical ti’xinl(ing, courage and risl<~tai<ing.

Furthermore, it is the aim of the Taos Arts Club, Teen Art Studio to create and harbor an art
environment that develops confident, tecimica”y skilled, creative artisans who have a life long

PaSSiOﬂ and lOVC ‘FOI' tl’TC arts.

Michael Hens]eg
Founder, Artistic Director, Instructor
Taos Arts Club / Teen Art Studio



